East Neuk Episcopal Churches
10 November 2024 — Remembrance Sunday
9.45am at St Michael’s led by Revd David Irvine and 11.30am at St John’s jointly with Pittenweem Parish Church led by Revd David Gordon 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Opening hymn
O worship the King 
all glorious above;
O gratefully sing
his power and his love: 
our shield and defender, 
the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendour, 
and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, 
O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, 
whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath 
the deep thunder-clouds form, 
and dark in his path 
on the wings of the storm.

This earth, with its store 
of wonders untold,
almighty, thy power
hath founded of old: 
hath stablished it fast 
by a changeless decree, 
and round it hath cast, 
like a mantle, the sea.

Thy bountiful care
what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, 
it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, 
it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils
in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, 
and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, 
nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies how tender, 
how firm to the end! 
Our maker, defender, 
redeemer, and friend.

O measureless might, 
ineffable love,
while angels delight 
to hymn thee above, 
thy humbler creation, 
though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration 
shall sing to thy praise.
Robert Grant
Collect for purity
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and absolution
God is love and we are God’s children.
There is no room for fear in love.
We love because God loved us first.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.
(Silence)
God our Father, we confess to you and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and in what we have failed to do. We are truly sorry. Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil, for the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

God, who is both power and love,
forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by the Holy Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria 
(Sung)
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia. (Taizé)

or
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the day
O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Readings
Job 19. 21-27
Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has touched me! Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh? ‘O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock for ever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!

Psalm 90
Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
You turn us back to dust, and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.
You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning;
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.

For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
For all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh.
The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.
Who considers the power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due to you.
So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.
Turn, O Lord! How long? Have compassion on your servants!
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many years as we have seen evil.
Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children.
Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands— O prosper the work of our hands!
Glory to God, Source of all being,
Eternal Word and Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and shall be forever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 15. 51-57
Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’
‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Gradual hymn
Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bade the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
and hushed thy raging at thy word, 
who walked upon the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea.

O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the waters dark and rude, 
and bid their angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea.

O Lord, entrust their souls safekeep, 
as lifeboats plough o’er oceans deep; 
lend them your courage, strength and grace, 
to those in peril, they must race: 
Oh, hear us Lord, a sailor’s plea, 
guide all who save lives out at sea.

O Trinity of love and power,
shield all of them in danger's hour. 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them whereso'er they go,
and ever let there rise to thee
the hymn of praise from land and sea.
William Whiting v3 Richard J MacDonald

Gospel
(The acclamation may be sung)
Alleluia 

(When the reading is announced, we say)
Glory to Christ our Saviour.

John 6. 37-40
Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’

(At the end)
Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel.
Praise to Christ our Lord.

Sermon

Nicene creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one substance with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Intercessions

The peace
We meet in Christ’s name.
Let us share his peace.

Offertory hymn
O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray that all thy Church might be for ever one, 
grant us at every eucharist to say,
with longing heart and soul, `Thy will be done.'
O may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity.

For all thy Church, O Lord, we 
intercede; 
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 
thus may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity.
 
We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold;
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep,
back to the faith which saints believed of old,
back to the Church which still that faith doth keep;
soon may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity.
 
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease,
may we be one with all thy Church above, 
one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
one with thy saints in one unbounded love;
more blessed still, in peace and love to be 
one with the Trinity in unity.
William Harry Turton © Copyright 
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Liturgy of the sacrament
Let us present our offerings to the Lord.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own we give you.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Worship and praise belong to you, Father, in every place and at all times. All power is yours. You created the heavens and established the earth; you sustain in being all that is. In Christ your Son our life and yours are brought together in a wonderful exchange. He made his home among us that we might for ever dwell in you. 

Through your Holy Spirit you call us to new birth in a creation restored by love. 

As children of your redeeming purpose we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending glory:

(Sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he, O blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Please feel free to sit)
Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father, for the gift of your Son born in human flesh. He is the Word existing beyond time, both source and final purpose, bringing to wholeness all that is made. Obedient to your will he died upon the Cross. By your power you raised him from the dead. He broke the bonds of evil and set your people free to be his Body in the world. 

On the night when he was given up to death, knowing that his hour had come, having loved his own, he loved them to the end. 

At supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.” 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by the Spirit’s 
life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.

The living bread is broken 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time of trial but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world: 
grant us peace.

The communion

Thanksgiving
Eternal God, comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, you have fed us at the table of life and hope. Teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, that all the world may acknowledge the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Give thanks to our gracious God,
whose mercy endures for ever.

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s blood live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Closing hymn
O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home.

Beneath the shadow of thy throne, 
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone;
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
will bear us all away;
we fade and vanish, as a dream 
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last, 
and our eternal home.
Isaac Wares

Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

National anthem
God save our gracious King,
long live our noble King,
God save the King. 
Send him victorious, 
happy and glorious, 
long to reign over us: 
God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store 
on him be pleased to pour, 
long may he reign:
may he defend our laws, 
and ever give us cause
to sing with heart and voice 
God save the King!
Author unknown

Notices
Next Sunday services will be led by Revd David Gordon. At St John’s the annual congregational meeting will follow the service.

Sending out
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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